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Little monkey in a tree (rhyme)
Props – (pop up) monkey puppet, monkey finger puppets, (soft) toy bananas (optional) and toucan finger puppet. If you don’t have a pop up puppet, you can do this from behind a sheet / screen
Learning Outcomes:
· Learning about cause and effect
· Develops understanding of left, right, straight ahead and out of sight
· Gross motor skills as the children chase the toucan at the end
Activity:
· Children sit around to watch puppet. All children have a toy banana. You have puppet hiding 
· (Verse 1 ) Speak the rhyme. Monkey in hiding – monkey pops out (on “Yes he will”) – do this so that monkey makes the children jump – add in pauses to increase anticipation so that they don’t know exactly when he’s going to pop out. Monkey looks left and right and then disappears
· (Verse 2) Speak the rhyme. Monkey in hiding – then pops out (as above) – pick one or two children out and let monkey wave to them (if they have finger puppets, they can come up and shake monkey’s hand) then pop away again
· (Verse 3) Speak the rhyme. Monkey in hiding – then pops out (as above) – get one of the children to bring monkey a banana; monkey eats the banana – invite other children to feed monkey – then monkey pops out of sight again. Children to leave bananas somewhere visible (have a bowl handy?)
· (Verse 4) Monkey in hiding – then pops out (as above); toucan puppet appears, pretends to eat the bananas. The get the children to chase you to try and catch the toucan – allow someone to catch it at the end. 


Words:
Little monkey in a tree, sitting so still.
Will he come out?
Yes he will
He looks to the left, he looks to the right
He looks straight ahead, then pops out of sight

Little monkey in a tree sitting so still, will he come out? Yes he will!
Little monkey in a tree, finds a little friend
Little monkey says hello, then pops away again

Little monkey in a tree, sitting so still
Will he come out? Yes he will!
Little monkey in a tree, eating a banana
Little monkey licks his lips and reaches for another!

Little monkey in a tree, sitting so still
Will he come out? Yes he will!
Little monkey in a tree, finds a naughty toucan
He’s stealing the bananas, can he catch him? No – but you can!
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